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SUBJECT: SMALLPOX ERADICATED FROM INDIA 

1. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN RECORDED HISTORY THERE ARE NO 
KNOWN CASES OF SMALLPOX IN INDIA. THIS IS A MILESTONE 

IN THE HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE ELIMINATION 
OF DISEASE. THESE REMARKS WERE MADE IN A TELEVISION INTERVIEW 
LAST WEEK BY DR. KAREN SINGH, MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING, WHO CLAIMED THAT AS OF JUNE 30, SMALLPOX HAD BEEN 
ERADIKALED FROM INDIA. IN A CHECK WITH WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
YESTERDAY, WE WERE TOLD BY OFFICIAL SOURCES THAT AS OF SATURDAY 
THERE ARE VIRTUALLY NO CASES OF SMALLPOX IN INDIA. IN 1974, THERE 
WERE 188,003 CASES OF SMALLPOX IN INDIA WITH 31,262 DEATHS. 

VIRTUALLY ALL OF THESE CASES WERE REPORTED FROM SIX STATES: 

BIHAR, UP, ASSAM, WEST BENGAL, ORISSA, AND MADHYA PRADESH. 

BIHAR ALONE ACCOUNTED FOR 68 PERCENT OF THE CASES. 

2. THE WHO AND THE GOI WILL CONTINUE A DILIGENT PROGRAM 
FOR TWO MORE YEARS TO CHECK THE RECURRENCE OF THE DISEASE. 
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ANY NEW CASE OF SMALLPOX. THIS AMOUNT WAS RAISED FROM RS. 100. 

3. THE ONLY OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD WITH KNOWN CASES 
OF SMALLPOX ARE BANGLADESH AND ETHIOPIA. AS OF LAST WEEK. 
THERE WERE 522 CASES IN BANGLADESH AND 1 10 CASES IN 
ETHIOPIA. THE WHO IS STEPPING UP THE CONTAINMENT PROGRAM 
IN BANGLADESH AND THE TARGET IS TO ERADICATE SMALLPOX BY 
THE END OF THE MONSOON SEASON IN SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER. 

THE GOI AND WHO HAVE INCREASED THEIR VIGILANCE IN THE BORDER 
AREAS TO ASSURE THAT NO CASES OF SMALLPOX ENTER THE COUNTRY 
UNDETECTED. SAXBE UNQUOTE 

INGERSOLL 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DISEASE CONTROL, SMALLPOX 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 JUL 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE162135 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IO/HDC: EPNOZIGLIA:DD 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750239-0622 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750768/aaaacioc.tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN 10 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: SmithRJ 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 MAR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 MAR 2003 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <1 6 MAR 2004 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SMALLPOX ERADICATED FROM INDIA 
TAGS: TBIO, IN 
To: GENEVA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




